McDavis diverted fee,
Hudson money to Athletics
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Ohio University poured money
from its run-down student health
center and an unexpected surplus
of student fee money into its Athletics Department last spring, against
the wishes of a student fee advisory
committee.
Hudson Health Center, the university’s aging medical center, returned almost half of its university
funding, $700,000, to OU’s general
fee pool. And in one of the year’s few
fiscal bright spots, an extra $1.6 million flowed into the fund thanks to
increased enrollment and retention.
OU President Roderick McDavis funneled nearly all the money,
$100,000 from Hudson and $1.2 million of the new fee money, straight to
the Athletics Department — which
still plans to overspend its $18.7 million base budget by $947,000 this
year. Without the extra money, Athletics would have overspent by near-

ly twice that much.
A student fee committee recommended that McDavis return
$150,000 to Hudson, reasoning: “it is
vitally important that (Hudson) continue to offer improved services.” It
didn’t recommend any of the money
go to Athletics.
Of the seven recommendations
for Hudson’s $700,000 gift, the return
of $150,000 was the only suggestion
McDavis ignored.
Kent Smith, vice president for Student Affairs, said he wouldn’t have
returned Hudson’s money to the fee
pool if he’d known about the new fee
money. Chauncey Jackson, chairman of the fee committee and a student trustee, said no one told him
about the extra funds.
“That’s not acceptable,” Jackson
said.
McDavis defended the decision,
saying he asked the Board of Trustees to give the money to Athletics to
help end its deficit spending. Athletics relies on the general fee for
more than 65 percent of its spending

money and can’t access state money,
which is earmarked for academics.
“That’s why students are admitted
into athletic events free of charge,
because they’re paying,” McDavis
said. “General fee was a fund where
money could be justifiably used to
bring down the deficit in (Athletics).”
Professors
have
repeatedly
slammed McDavis for prioritizing
athletics over academics. A recent
survey found faculty aren’t satisfied
with McDavis’ leadership in nearly
every category.
The transfer of money away from
Hudson comes at a perilous time for
the health center. Though insurance
payments and a $40 quarterly plan
for students, called the Wellbeing
Program, have generated $2.1 million for the center, few dispute it
needs to be renovated or replaced
immediately.
In an April 2008 presentation to the
trustees, Smith called the center “unhealthy.” His presentation showed
cramped exam rooms and an aging
See GENERAL FEE, Page 3
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travel uptown,” said Councilmember Nancy Bain, D-3rd
Ward. “It needs to be fixed now.”

eye sore,” Stone said.
The city closed the road in
2002, after a 60-year-old, 10-inch

more of a problem. Other city
roads are not at risk for washing
downhill.

ether said.
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until enough money can be
found to renovate or replace the
center, he will work to update it
room-by-room.
Trustees have been reluctant
to replace Hudson, hesitant to
add more debt to OU’s balance
sheet.
Smith said if he had known
about the extra fee money, he
would have placed the $700,000
into a holding account for the
renovation of Hudson or the
construction of a new building.
He said he does not anticipate
giving money back next year.
Students pay $1,539 in general
fees each year. Nearly 40 percent
went to Athletics last year. Hud-

son received less than 3 percent.
Fee money pays for all nonacademic university functions
such as Hudson Health Center,
Athletics, the Division of Student
Affairs, Career Services, University Judiciaries and the Marching
110.
McDavis e-mailed the $684
million budget he endorsed
to all faculty before he sent it
to the trustees for approval. In
the email, which did not mention Hudson, he said Athletics
would do its part to fix the deficit
by spending $1 million less this
year.
But the Athletic Department’s
base spending increased from

$18.5 million to $18.7 million,
a result of increased spending
on scholarships to counter the
tuition increase. Athletics did
reduce spending on administration and athletic programs by
$170,000 combined.
McDavis, who oversaw the
elimination of four sports in
2007, said OU should remain
a Division I-A program. That
means the department must
support all 16 remaining programs.
Athletics used the $100,000 to
fund OU’s golf and swimming
programs.

ing the win. Miami midfielder
Maggie Marcum scored with
three minutes left to make it 2-1,
but Ohio kept the lead.
“The first half, we all felt under attack,” Seiders said. “We just
composed ourselves and took a
deep breath.”
The win caps a great conference career for Ohio’s senior
class. The group has been to
the MAC Championship all four
years, winning the title three
times. This time, senior forward

Marcy Dull was named tournament MVP for her efforts.
“It’s incredible that they pulled
it out,” Macmillan said. “All four
seniors that played are key parts
to what we do, and they stepped
up this last part of the season, especially today.”
The Bobcats got to the championship after squeaking a 2-1
victory against Central Michigan
Friday. The game was tied until
the 64th minute, when forward
Paige Herr scored.

With the win, the Bobcats
move on to play in the NCAA
tournament play-in game tomorrow against Richmond in Athens.
The winner earns a spot in the
tournament’s 16-team field.
“What is huge with that game
is that we’re at home.” Macmillan said. “We’ve had to travel in
the past, and it’s just a hard turnaround to get ready for the playin game after traveling.”

Continued from Page 1
building that can’t accommodate the university’s growing
student body.
A study by Keeling and Associates in 2007 found Hudson
understaffed and underfunded.
Wait times have always rankled
students, but the temporary
loss of two doctors this fall —
amid concerns about swine flu
— pushed waiting times to two
hours or more.
OU recently hired two Ohio
Health employees to run Hudson and spent $57,000 on new
equipment. Smith has said that
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“We knew coming into the
game that we weren’t going to
have too many opportunities on
offense,” Ballard said. “We knew
we had to take care of the few opportunites we got.”
Ballard was the first to get on
the board, breaking the 0-0 tie
eight minutes into the second
half. Edwards scored in the 62nd
minute to put Ohio up 2-0, seal-

TUITION

Continued from Page 1
communication, who added that
she opposes the increase.
Students said the increase will
mean more money coming out of
their pockets.
“It’s not a good thing for me,”
said Mary Wahl, a sophomore
studying hearing, speech and
language, who said the increase
will add to her already growing
debt.
OU’s Budget Planning Council voted almost unanimously in
July to recommend the increase.
Former Student Senate President
Michael Adeyanju was the one
dissenting vote.
Tracy Kelly, president of Graduate Student Senate and a counci
member, apologized to students
for the increase, but believes the
increase is necessary to fill OU’s
more than $2 million budget
shortfall this year.
The University of Cincinnati,
Miami University and Ohio State

University did not raise tuition
this year while Kent State University, University of Toledo and
Youngstown State University
raised tuition by 3.5 percent this
fall.
“(The tuition cap) reflects our
leaders’ concerns about affordability and access,” Decatur said,
adding that it’s too early to know
if tuition will increase again next
year.
Budget Planning Council has
begun discussing plans for next
year’s budget, including deficit
scenarios ranging from $5 million to $20 million. Decatur said
OU does not expect any funding
cuts this year, but anticipates a
$10 million drop in state funding
next year.
Fingerhut said schools will
have to pool resources to cope
with funding cuts.
“It’s not just about more money; it’s about using money more
efficiently,” he said.
cb119506@ohiou.edu
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as218907@ohiou.edu

ds783006@ohiou.edu
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