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Will Frasure 
Staff Writer
———

The Miami offense kept at-
tacking, but with a Mid-Amer-
ican Conference Champion-
ship on the line, there was no 
way Courtney Seiders could 
let the RedHawks get the lead.

The junior stopped 14 Mi-
ami shots en route to pre-
serving the MAC title for the 
Bobcats. Miami outshot Ohio 
26-6, but the Bobcats finished 
ahead in the only statistic that 
matters: the final score.  

With the 2-1 victory, Ohio 
won its third MAC title in the 
last four years. 

“(Seiders) was outstanding 
and was no doubt the reason 
the goals stayed out today,” 
coach Neil Macmillan said. 
“I can’t express words to do it 
justice of how well she did this 
game.”

The story of the day was 
the Bobcat defense. No matter 
what Miami threw at Ohio, the 
Bobcats were ready. With 26 
shots and 14 penalty corners, 
the RedHawks had plenty of 
chances to score. Ohio only 
allowed one goal off all those 
opportunities.

“It’s a really old adage that 
defense wins champion-
ships,” Macmillan said. “At 

some points during the game 
I had an overwhelming feeling 
of calm because I was so con-
fident that the defense would 
be able to resist.”

Seiders said playing Miami 
twice before this year made 
the team ready for anything 
from the RedHawks. The ju-
nior goalie and the rest of the 
defense felt confident in its 
ability to stop the RedHawk 
advance.

Despite being thoroughly 
outshot (only six shots, three 
on goal), the Bobcats played 
through the RedHawk pres-
sure to get the win.

Goals by midfielder Kath-
erine Ballard and forward 
Brooke Edwards were enough 
to keep Ohio ahead.

FIELD HOCKEY, 2-1

Bobcats bring 
home MAC title

Brigitta Burks
City Senior Writer
———

A bomb threat early Friday 
morning will lead to height-
ened security at Baker Univer-
sity Center, the campus police 
chief said.

Officers and custodial staff 
combed the building at about 
1 a.m., but didn’t find anything, 
said Andrew Powers, Ohio Uni-
versity police chief. Police have 
spoken with state and federal 
authorities about the threat.

Powers declined to give 
more details about the threat, 

but advised students to be vigi-
lant.

“(People) should always be 
alert,” Powers said.

Baker’s operations will not 
change, but police will make 
rounds more frequently. They 
also instructed staff members 
about new safety measures, 
Powers added.

Even a backpack sitting 
unattended should be report-
ed, he said.

Anyone with information 
should call campus police at 
593-1911 or 911, he said.

bb115006@ohiou.edu 

Frank Thomas
Staff Writer
———

 
A former student did not bru-

tally rape and kidnap a class-
mate last fall, but did illegally 
dispose of evidence related to 
the case, a local jury ruled Fri-
day after nearly six hours of de-
liberation.

Prosecutors said Matthew C. 

Kulchar, 21, of Dublin, held a 
female classmate captive in her 
Boyd Hall room and raped her 
for several hours Sept. 28, 2008. 
They also told the jury Kulchar 
tampered with evidence when 
he asked a friend to dispose 
of the underwear he wore that 
night.

Kulchar was charged with 
rape, kidnapping and tampering 
with evidence. The 12-person 

jury found him not guilty of rape 
and kidnapping but 
guilty of tampering 
with evidence.

After the verdict, the 
woman’s mother said 
she fears for Kulchar’s 
next victim, adding 
that the defense attor-
ney’s brutal and un-
ethical tactics at trial 
would discourage other women 

from reporting rapes.
“(Kulchar) needs 

to be in prison,” the 
woman’s mother said. 
“The jury did not see 
it that way. (Prosecu-
tors) did everything 
(they) possibly could 
to convict, but Bob 
Toy (Kulchar’s attor-
ney) with all his toys 

— a toy box full of toys, tricks, 

gimmicks, tactics — won this 
time, but Matthew Kulchar is 
going to have his day.”

“My daughter was brutalized 
twice, both by Matthew Kul-
char and Robert Toy,” she said. 
“Women across America and 
across the world will never want 
to come forward if this is how 
they’re going to be (assaulted) 
both by the rapist, both by the 
court and both by the media.”

As policy, The Post does not 
name people who report they 
have been sexually assaulted.

Along with the woman’s sup-
porters, Kulchar’s family and 
friends packed the courtroom as 
the jury returned the verdict. 

Kulchar and his family are 
happy with verdict, said Kul-
char’s attorney, Robert Toy, add-
ing that the rape and kidnapping MATTHEW KULCHAR

quick stats
MAC Semi-final
Friday,  OHIO 2, Central 
Michigan 1
Goals: OHIO- Marcy Dull, 
Herr; Central Michigan- 
Lauren Leed
MAC Championship
Saturday, OHIO 2, Miami 1
Goals: OHIO- Ballard, 
Edwards; Miami- Marcum

Jury finds former student not guilty of rape, kidnapping

Threat prompts  
added securityCaitlin Bowling

Staff Writer
———

The new year will not only 
mark the beginning of Winter 
Quarter at Ohio University but 
also a 3.5 percent increase in tu-
ition — 3 percent less than the 
average increase nationally this 
year.

Tuition and fees in Ohio re-
main above the national average, 
even though tuition increased by 
an average of 1 percent statewide 
this year. Among four-year pub-
lic universities, Ohio currently 
has the 14th-highest tuition in 
the U.S., with students paying 
$8,146 in tuition and fees each 
year — $1,126 more than the na-

tional average — according to a 
study by the College Board.

“Of course, we need to do bet-
ter, and we have been doing bet-
ter with these last two budgets,” 
said Eric Fingerhut, Ohio’s top 
education official, adding that 
Ohio will see its lowest tuition in-
crease in 40 years this biennium.

Prior to the two-year tuition 
freeze, four-year public univer-
sities in Ohio ranked the fourth 
in highest tuition nationally, ac-
cording to the study.  

Tuition rose significantly be-
fore the freeze, said Bill Decatur, 
OU’s  senior vice president for 
Finance and Administration. Tu-
ition rates are still a concern, he 
said.

Ohio legislators instituted 

tuition caps in 1990 to control 
higher education costs, but tu-
ition caps have ranged from 3 
percent to 12.9 percent, accord-
ing to the Ohio Board of Regents 
Web site, which blames low state 
funding for the high cost of high-
er education.

Nationally, states gave $78.5 
billion to higher education last 
year. Ohio allocated about $1.5 
billion to higher education this 
year, a 6.5 per-
cent increase 
over last year, 
but included a 
$170 million cut 
to higher educa-
tion funding in its 
budget for next 
year.

The cut prompted Ohio Gov. 
Ted Strickland to lift the tuition 
freeze this summer and impose 
a 3.5 percent cap on tuition in-
creases for public colleges and 
universities. OU decided to in-
crease tuition by $108 per quar-
ter this winter.

“It’s a lot (of money),” said 
Jennie Shaw, a junior studying 

New year ushers in 3.5 percent tuition increase

Eric Jones | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Ohio University’s Jenna Green passes the ball upfield during their match 
against Ball State Oct. 31. The Bobcats won the match 3-0. The team 
finished out the season with a record of 10-8.

GENERAL 
FEE

ATHLETICS DEPARTMENT
$18.7 M budget

HUDSON HEALTH CENTER
$1.7 M budget

$31 M

$850,000$12 M

You + 21,000 other 
students pay

$1,539

$700,000 gift, 
2008

2009

$600,000, 
received in 2009

$100,000, received 
in 2009

$345,000 for 
scholarships

$873,000 
base support
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Ohio National
Percent of increase

Cost of four-year public schools

1%

$8,146

6.5%

$7,020

Tuition | Ohio compared with national averages
by the numbers

Source: Post Research
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Dylan Scott
For The Post 
———

Ohio University poured money 
from its run-down student health 
center and an unexpected surplus 
of student fee money into its Athlet-
ics Department last spring, against 
the wishes of a student fee advisory 
committee.

Hudson Health Center, the uni-
versity’s aging medical center, re-
turned almost half of its university 
funding, $700,000, to OU’s general 
fee pool. And in one of the year’s few 
fiscal bright spots, an extra $1.6 mil-
lion flowed into the fund thanks to 
increased enrollment and retention.

OU President Roderick McDa-
vis funneled nearly all the money, 
$100,000 from Hudson and $1.2 mil-
lion of the new fee money, straight to 
the Athletics Department — which 
still plans to overspend its $18.7 mil-
lion base budget by $947,000 this 
year. Without the extra money, Ath-
letics would have overspent by near-

ly twice that much. 
A student fee committee rec-

ommended that McDavis return 
$150,000 to Hudson, reasoning: “it is 
vitally important that (Hudson) con-
tinue to offer improved services.” It 
didn’t recommend any of the money 
go to Athletics.

Of the seven recommendations 
for Hudson’s $700,000 gift, the return 
of $150,000 was the only suggestion 
McDavis ignored.

Kent Smith, vice president for Stu-
dent Affairs, said he wouldn’t have 
returned Hudson’s money to the fee 
pool if he’d known about the new fee 
money. Chauncey Jackson, chair-
man of the fee committee and a stu-
dent trustee, said no one told him 
about the extra funds.

“That’s not acceptable,” Jackson 
said. 

McDavis defended the decision, 
saying he asked the Board of Trust-
ees to give the money to Athletics to 
help end its deficit spending. Ath-
letics relies on the general fee for 
more than 65 percent of its spending 

money and can’t access state money, 
which is earmarked for academics.  

“That’s why students are admitted 
into athletic events free of charge, 
because they’re paying,” McDavis 
said. “General fee was a fund where 
money could be justifiably used to 
bring down the deficit in (Athletics).”

Professors have repeatedly 
slammed McDavis for prioritizing 
athletics over academics. A recent 
survey found faculty aren’t satisfied 
with McDavis’ leadership in nearly 
every category.

The transfer of money away from 
Hudson comes at a perilous time for 
the health center. Though insurance 
payments and a $40 quarterly plan 
for students, called the Wellbeing 
Program, have generated $2.1 mil-
lion for the center, few dispute it 
needs to be renovated or replaced 
immediately.

In an April 2008 presentation to the 
trustees, Smith called the center “un-
healthy.” His presentation showed 
cramped exam rooms and an aging 

GRAPHIC BY JACQUELINE CANTU 

McDavis diverted fee, 
Hudson money to Athletics

See GENERAL FEE, Page 3
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 Frank Thomas
Staff Writer
———

The Athens County Prosecutor improperly 
reported donations to his re-election cam-
paign last year but won’t pay a fine for the in-
fraction, a state commission ruled last week.

The Ohio Elections Commission heard ac-
cusations from a local woman that County 
Prosecutor C. David Warren concealed about 
$4,000 in contributions to his 2008 re-election 
campaign. Though Warren broke election 
rules, the complaint does not warrant a fine 
or a criminal investigation, the commission 
found. 

Warren said he expected the ruling and that 
he thinks it “was the proper thing to do.”

Filed in September by Peg Sabo, 59, of 
Glouster, the complaint listed an $872.34 post-
age charge and a $3,377.43 charge for produc-
tion costs that Warren omitted from his cam-
paign filings.

She found that the state Democratic party 
paid the charges and Warren knew about the 
contributions but concealed them, according 
to the complaint.

Warren corrected the finance report to in-
clude the contributions soon after Sabo filed 
the complaint. He has said a clerical mistake 
by the state party caused the problem.

Sabo is a longtime client and supporter of 

Susan Gwinn, the county’s top Democrat who 
ran against Warren in the election. Warren is 
also a Democrat.

Warren sparked an investigation of Gwinn’s 
campaign last year, requesting a special pros-
ecutor. The special prosecutor accused Gwinn 
of illegally funneling more than $27,000 to her 
campaign in a complaint to the election com-
mission in April.

A grand jury indicted Gwinn on money 
laundering and theft in office charges Sept. 24, 
five days after Sabo filed the complaint against 
Warren. 

—   Gail Burkhardt contributed to this report.
ft980608@ohiou.edu

Brigitta Burks
City Senior Writer
———

Officials say the Nelsonville 
fire chief shot himself in the 
head and died Friday.  

Tim Carr, 53, was taken to 
Columbus after he was found 
in the fire station with a gun-
shot wound to the head, said 
Sheriff Pat Kelly.  

Details of the incident 
are not being released, Kelly 
added. The case is still under 
investigation, but Kelly said he 

expects to wrap it up within the 
week. 

Carr served as chief for six 
years. 

“He brought a lot to the fire 
department,” said Officer Dean 
Russell, friend and colleague. 

Funeral services will com-
mence at 2 p.m. tomorrow at 
the Bishopville Baptist Church. 
Calling hours are from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. tomorrow, accord-
ing to Nelsonville Fire Depart-
ment’s blog. 

bb115006@ohiou.edu

Alex Stuckey 
For The Post 
———

The city is preparing to 
spend tens of thousands of dol-
lars to reopen Jefferson Hill as 
a road after receiving a ma-
jor state grant, despite ma-
jor budget concerns for 2010.  
The grant, part of an Ohio Public 
Works Commission annual oper-
ation to improve infrastructures, 
supports roughly $225,000 of 
the project’s $300,000 price tag, 
said the local district’s Liaison 
Michelle Hyer. The Commission 
selected Jefferson Hill as one of 
32 other projects statewide.  

“It’s a solution to a problem 
out there and will help students 
travel uptown,” said Council-
member Nancy Bain, D-3rd 
Ward. “It needs to be fixed now.”

She estimated that the city’s 
2010 budget has a $200,000 to 
$400,000 hole but said the Jef-
ferson Hill spending is neces-
sary because blocked pathways 
could pose safety problems for 
emergency vehicles or others 
needing to navigate town quick-
ly. She added that the project’s 
expenses have not yet been fi-
nalized.  

The city will start working on 
the hill’s broken water and sewer 
line and rebuild and resurface 
the road from University Terrace 
to Stewart Street this upcoming 
summer, said Andy Stone, Ath-
ens City Street Director.  

Stone said the project should 
be complete by August.

“We’re fixing it because it’s an 
eye sore,” Stone said. 

The city closed the road in 
2002, after a 60-year-old, 10-inch 

water line broke underneath it, 
washing the pavement down 
the hill. Administrators decided 
repairs were not important be-
cause the road did not aid travel 
circulation from uptown, Stone 
said.

“We couldn’t just repave the 
road. That would be irrespon-
sible,” Stone said. “It would be 
easier to fix the water line when 
the pavement was removed.”

But more people have moved 
to the Stewart Street neighbor-
hood since the pipe-burst and 
reopening the road will offer eas-
ier access to the rest of town in 
case of emergencies, Stone said. 

Stone said that water lines 
break often in the city but the 
hill’s 18 percent grade poses 
more of a problem. Other city 
roads are not at risk for washing 
downhill. 

Allie Soderberg, a sopho-
more studying journalism, said 
she has mixed opinions about 
whether reopening Jeff Hill is a 
good idea.

“On one hand it will be so 
much easier for traffic to get 
from uptown to East and South 
greens,” Soderberg said. “On the 
other hand, there would be more 
traffic going down through East 
Green, which could get backed 
up during rush times when stu-
dents drive to class.”

Scott Roether, a sophomore 
studying music education, said 
he is also worried about people 
getting backed up during class 
changes.

“The elevator in Glidden is 
going to get really crowded,” Ro-
ether said. 

as218907@ohiou.edu

Local prosecutor broke election 
rules, not fined or investigated

State grant allows Jeff Hill to reopen as road

Fire chief found dead

charges could have sent his 
client to prison for 20 years. 

Tampering with evidence is 
a third-degree felony. Though 
Judge Michael Ward could 
send Kulchar to prison for 
up to five years for the crime, 
state law allows Ward to im-
pose probation instead. Ward 
did not set a date for sentenc-
ing.

Toy said he’s not surprised 
the jury found Kulchar guilty 
of tampering with evidence 
“based on the state of the evi-
dence.”  

Kulchar’s roommate admit-
ted in court last week that he 
disposed of the underwear on 
Kulchar’s request. He sat with 
Kulchar’s friends and family as 
they heard the verdict.

Toy argued the underwear 
wasn’t evidence, because po-
lice didn’t perform forensic 
tests on the other items seized 
from Kulchar’s room. He ad-
mitted afterward that this was 
a “technical defense.”

Chief Assistant County 
Prosecutor Robert Driscoll 
said he would push for the full 
five-year prison sentence on 
the tampering with evidence 
charge.

“(Kulchar) was handcuffed 
to a chair in a police station. 
He pulled out a cell phone 
and texted a friend to get rid 
of evidence in a rape case,” he 
said. “I think that shows that 
he has total disregard for … 
our (criminal) system, and he 
needs to go away for the full 
five.”

ft980608@ohiou.edu

KULCHAR
Continued from Page 1

Erin Corneliussen | FOR THE POST

Tabytha C. Bates, a senior studying dance performance and choreography, 
performs ‘Genu Valgum,’ a dance she choreographed, at the Senior Dance 
Concert in the Shirley Wimmer Dance Theater in Putnam Hall Friday.

NELSONVILLE

“We knew coming into the 
game that we weren’t going to 
have too many opportunities on 
offense,” Ballard said. “We knew 
we had to take care of the few op-
portunites we got.”

Ballard was the first to get on 
the board, breaking the 0-0 tie 
eight minutes into the second 
half. Edwards scored in the 62nd 
minute to put Ohio up 2-0, seal-

ing the win. Miami midfielder 
Maggie Marcum scored with 
three minutes left to make it 2-1, 
but Ohio kept the lead.

“The first half, we all felt un-
der attack,” Seiders said. “We just 
composed ourselves and took a 
deep breath.”

The win caps a great confer-
ence career for Ohio’s senior 
class. The group has been to 
the MAC Championship all four 
years, winning the title three 
times. This time, senior forward 

Marcy Dull was named tourna-
ment MVP for her efforts.

“It’s incredible that they pulled 
it out,” Macmillan said. “All four 
seniors that played are key parts 
to what we do, and they stepped 
up this last part of the season, es-
pecially today.”

The Bobcats got to the cham-
pionship after squeaking a 2-1 
victory against Central Michigan 
Friday. The game was tied until 
the 64th minute, when forward 
Paige Herr scored.

With the win, the Bobcats 
move on to play in the NCAA 
tournament play-in game tomor-
row against Richmond in Athens. 
The winner earns a spot in the 
tournament’s 16-team field.

“What is huge with that game 
is that we’re at home.” Macmil-
lan said. “We’ve had to travel in 
the past, and it’s just a hard turn-
around to get ready for the play-
in game after traveling.”
 

wf743006@ohiou.edu
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communication, who added that 
she opposes the increase.

Students said the increase will 
mean more money coming out of 
their pockets.

“It’s not a good thing for me,” 
said Mary Wahl, a sophomore 
studying hearing, speech and 
language, who said the increase 
will add to her already growing 
debt.

OU’s Budget Planning Coun-
cil voted almost unanimously in 
July to recommend the increase. 
Former  Student Senate President 
Michael Adeyanju was the one 
dissenting vote.

Tracy Kelly, president of Grad-
uate Student Senate and a counci 
member, apologized to students 
for the increase, but believes the 
increase is necessary to fill OU’s 
more than $2 million budget 
shortfall this year.

The University of Cincinnati, 
Miami University and Ohio State 

University did not raise tuition 
this year while Kent State Uni-
versity, University of Toledo and 
Youngstown State University 
raised tuition by 3.5 percent this 
fall.

“(The tuition cap) reflects our 
leaders’ concerns about afford-
ability and access,” Decatur said, 
adding that it’s too early to know 
if tuition will increase again next 
year.

Budget Planning Council has 
begun discussing plans for next 
year’s budget, including deficit 
scenarios ranging from $5 mil-
lion to $20 million. Decatur said 
OU does not expect any funding 
cuts this year, but anticipates a 
$10 million drop in state funding 
next year.

Fingerhut said schools will 
have to pool resources to cope 
with funding cuts.

“It’s not just about more mon-
ey; it’s about using money more 
efficiently,” he said.

cb119506@ohiou.edu

TUITION
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building that can’t accommo-
date the university’s growing 
student body.

A study by Keeling and As-
sociates in 2007 found Hudson 
understaffed and underfunded. 
Wait times have always rankled 
students, but the temporary 
loss of two doctors this fall — 
amid concerns about swine flu 
— pushed waiting times to two 
hours or more.

OU recently hired two Ohio 
Health employees to run Hud-
son and spent $57,000 on new 
equipment. Smith has said that 

until enough money can be 
found to renovate or replace the 
center, he will work to update it 
room-by-room.

Trustees have been reluctant 
to replace Hudson, hesitant to 
add more debt to OU’s balance 
sheet.

Smith said if he had known 
about the extra fee money, he 
would have placed the $700,000 
into a holding account for the 
renovation of Hudson or the 
construction of a new building. 
He said he does not anticipate 
giving money back next year.

Students pay $1,539 in general 
fees each year. Nearly 40 percent 
went to Athletics last year. Hud-

son received less than 3 percent.
Fee money pays for all non-

academic university functions 
such as Hudson Health Center, 
Athletics, the Division of Student 
Affairs, Career Services, Univer-
sity Judiciaries and the Marching 
110.

McDavis e-mailed the $684 
million budget he endorsed 
to all faculty before he sent it 
to the trustees for approval. In 
the email, which did not men-
tion Hudson, he said Athletics 
would do its part to fix the deficit 
by spending $1 million less this 
year.

But the Athletic Department’s 
base spending increased from 

$18.5 million to $18.7 million, 
a result of increased spending 
on scholarships to counter the 
tuition increase. Athletics did 
reduce spending on administra-
tion and athletic programs by 
$170,000 combined.

McDavis, who oversaw the 
elimination of four sports in 
2007, said OU should remain 
a Division I-A program. That 
means the department must 
support all 16 remaining pro-
grams.

Athletics used the $100,000 to 
fund OU’s golf and swimming 
programs.

ds783006@ohiou.edu
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