
Many Ohio University students say the 
most memorable party they’ve been to 
was Palmerfest. 

OU junior Tommy Jacob, 21, of Cincinnati 
describes clubbing in Milan during January; 
sophomore Meg Swallow, 20, of Wyoming, 
Ohio, once attended a party in Los Angeles 
where servers distributed sushi in the nude.

Both are part-time models.
Jacob modeled suits in a Calvin Klein runway 

show in Italy and has also worked for American 
Eagle Outfitters, Abercrombie & Fitch and Men’s 
Wearhouse. He’s not the only aspiring model in 
Athens. Swallow was featured on season 10 of 
America’s Next Top Model and now models with 
an agency. 

Both balance careers with a full course load. 

GETTING DISCOVERED
 After encouragement from family members, 

Jacob contacted a talent agency in his home-
town last year. He later signed with Wilhelmina 

Models, a national modeling agency.
He spent last summer in Los Angeles, where 

he modeled for Abercrombie and American 
Eagle. Last fall, Jacob was selected to model in a 
Calvin Klein runway show, he said. 

While he was initially concerned with miss-
ing class, Jacob said he felt that he had to take 
the opportunity.

Swallow, meanwhile, was at the Dayton Mall 
when she was approached by a representative 
from America’s Next Top Model and encouraged 
to try out for the show. 

“I went on a whim,” Swallow said. “I thought, 
why not?” 

Swallow was later notified that she had been 
selected from more than 10,000 applicants to 
film in L.A. during OU’s winter break.

Nervous and unsure of what to expect, she 
packed her bags and flew out alone.

FAMOUS ENCOUNTERS
When she arrived in L.A., Swallow was over-

whelmed by the strict rules of the show.

Natalie Knoth | FOR THE POST
nk362406@ohiou.edu

Although the Athens Farmers 
Market considered relocating 
earlier this year, it will remain in 
the University Mall parking lot 
— at least for the time being.   

Head manager Sarah 
Conley said the market was in 
negotiation with University Mall, 
1002 E. State St., to relocate to 
the Athens Community Center’s 
extra parking lot this year. Conley 

said the market 
later decided 
not to move 
because of space 
constraints.

In 2006, the 
market, city and 
University Mall 
owners drafted 
plans about the 
location of the 
market. Under 
these plans, 
the city would 
own a pavilion 
at the mall and 
University Mall 
would lease the 
space. But in July 
2007, when the 
final drawings had 

been drafted, University Mall’s 
lease price was too high for the 
market and city.

“We are still working with 
the city to locate a permanent 
site for the moment, not a 
permanent pavilion,” Conley 
said. “We’re not ruling out a 
pavilion, but also not insisting 
upon it. The best way to look at 
it is we have to have a piece of 
ground first.”

The market has signed a 
month-to-month lease with 
mall owners Brent Hayes and 
Tom Parfitt.

If a new tenant were to open 
in University Mall, the Farmers 
Market would not have to 
move unless parking became a 
problem, Hayes said.

The Farmers Market’s lease is 
indefinite. 

“We’ve had no problem with 
the Farmers Market,” Hayes 
said. “They may be there for a 
very long time.”

University Mall has talked 
with several possible new 
tenants, but none have signed 
leases, Hayes said. 

A memorandum of 
understanding between the 
market and the city of Athens 
has been drafted and is pending 
approval. It states that if the 
market needs to move, the city 
will provide the space. It allows 
for a short-term emergency 
relocation of the farmers’ 
market to the auxiliary parking 
lot if needed.  

“It would be a quite a 
squeezed market. It is not ideal 
but we would do it if we had to,” 
Conley said.

The market was first set up 
on Court Street in the 1970s, but 
space was too small, so a later 
ordinance called for the market 
to relocate and remain on East 
State Street.  

Athens has launched a grant-
funded feasibility study to find a 
suitable permanent site.

The farmers’ market is open 
Wednesday and Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and offers 
locally grown agricultural 
products and crafts.
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Athens Farmers 
Market still lacks 
permanent home

An $80-million endowment given 
to the Russ College of Engineering and 
Technology will require another year of 
planning before it can be spent, an Ohio 
University administrator said.

The gift, given by the Russ estate to 
the college last quarter, makes up the 
majority of the college’s $120 million 
in endowments, according to a draft of 
a plan that outlines how the gift can be 
used. Based on the spending policies 
of the Ohio University Foundation, 
$4.8 million will be available each year 

for the college starting no earlier than  
July 1, 2009.

“There’s a whole investment strategy 
— the same way the bank would 
invest a savings account,” said Jennifer 
Bowie, director of Annual Giving and 
Communication. 

The OU Foundation invests 
endowments in various securities, 
bonds and in some cases the Ohio 
University Inn, which is owned by the 
foundation. The interest accumulated 
from these investments is spent 
while the original donation remains 
untouched, something that helps 

secure the university’s future, Bowie 
said, adding that OU currently has $240 
million in endowments.

“Over time that gift gets even bigger, 
just like your savings account would if 
you keep adding to it,” she said.

Attorneys will distribute the estate’s 
assets by February 2009, said Dennis 
Irwin, dean of the Engineering College. 
Spending plans approved by the 
executive vice president and provost 
and the OU president will come March 
2009 at the earliest, according to the 
draft.

“The earliest (the gift could be 

used) would be July 1, 2009, following 
standard procedure,” Irwin said. “This 
is a non-standard gift.”

The Russ endowment will place the 
college in the top tier of engineering 
colleges in the United States, according 
to the draft. 

“Frankly, the rankings are very 
subjective; they’re very opinion-based,” 
said Colleen Carow, director of External 
Relations for the engineering college, 
who added she wasn’t sure about the 
college’s current rank. 

OU President Roderick McDavis 
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INVESTMENT STRATEGY

April 1, 2008
May 1, 2008

Aug. 31, 2008 Nov. 1, 2008 March 1, 2009Nov. 30, 2008May 1, 2008 to August 1, 2008

Russ College Gift 
Planning Committee 
formed to advise OU’s 
president on the initial 
disposition of the gift.

    May 1, 2008: Selection of Russ Gift 
External Working Group by the deal of the 
engineering college, the executive vice 
president and provost.
   May 1, 2008 to August 1, 2008: The 
group will create an academic plan to 
achieve national prominence in the future, 
and the resulting report will be used to 
propose a detailed spending strategy.

Report of the Russ Gift External 
Working Group to the dean of the 
college, who will use its 
recommendations to develop a 
detailed set of spending guidelines.  
These guidelines will be presented to 
the OU Foundation trustees for 
endorsement and then to the 
foundation trustees for approval.

Detailed guidelines 
will be made 
available to the 
foundation 
trustees for
comment.

Guidelines will be presented for
approval to the foundation trustees 
and upon approval detailed 
expenditure plans will be developed 
based on responses from the 
appropriate Russ College 
constituencies: Dean’s office staff, 
department and school chairs, college 
faculty and student organizations.

Approval of expenditures by the 
executive vice president and 
provost and the president.  
Expenditures will be authorized 
for the next fiscal year, and 
expenditures in response to Russ 
College constituent requests will be 
authorized no earlier than  
July 1, 2009.

MODEL BEHAVIOR

Ashley Lutz | CULTURE SENIOR WRITER
al164906@ohiou.edu

Meg Swallow is an OU student who is currently active in modeling.  Swallow was a finalist on America’s Next Top Model and she does high 
fashion shoots and runway shows.

Lisa Bernheim | PICTURE EDITOR

OU students balance runway and course load

Jessica Holbrook| STAFF WRITER
jh13105@ohiou.edu

Draft of Russ College donation plan shows delayed disbursement

See ENDOWMENT, Page 3
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The Ohio men’s basketball program lost $55,000 
in the inaugural College Basketball Invitational, 
whose organizers now face questions about the 
integrity of the tournament’s selection.

Ohio was one of eight schools that paid $60,000 
to host a first-round game in the College Basketball 
Invitational (CBI), which was organized by the 
Gazelle Group. The Bobcats triumphed over Brown 
University, 80-74, but in front of a crowd of 1,169 
– the smallest crowd in The Convo all season by 
almost 1,000.

It was also the lowest turnout in the first round 
of the CBI. Other schools (Virginia, Old Dominion, 
Bradley, Texas-El Paso, Tulsa, Washington and 
Nevada) averaged an audience of 4,189 in the first 
round.

When asked about the financial issues the 
tournament raised, Ohio coach Tim O’Shea 
pointed to the tournament’s champion, Tulsa. 
Golden Hurricane coach Dave Wojcik stated that 
the university earned a profit after hosting five 
tournament games but declined to comment on 
specific figures.

“If we would have advanced in the tournament 
and had students around, I think we would have 
made money, too,” O’Shea said.

The CBI’s costs added to the Athletics 
Department’s $700,000 budget deficit. In addition to 
the $60,000 home game guarantee, Ohio paid $1,000 
to host the game. After about $6,100 in “gate fees” 
were collected at the game, Ohio was left to figure 
out how it’d pay the remaining $55,000 it owed the 
Gazelle Group.

The Ohio athletic department’s budget for this 
fiscal year is about $13.5 million.

To recoup its losses, Ohio will play two extra 
money games next season. The Bobcats will face 
off against Louisville and Xavier to bring in a total of 
$140,000. This season, OU played two money games 
that brought in $135,000.

“I’ve played money games for two reasons,” 
said O’Shea, who added that The Convo would not 
adorn a CBI banner anytime soon. “A chance to 
play against the main teams in the country, and I’ve 
also worked out an arrangement (with the athletic 
administration) to use some of that money for what 
you might call “special projects.”

O’Shea stated that some of those projects 
included the Rainbow Classic tournament that 
Ohio participated in this season and the CBI. On 
hosting a tournament game and the Gazelle Group’s 
operation of the tournament, O’Shea said he was 
pleased with the company’s professional manner.

“I think it’s a tournament that will become a 
staple in March,” he said.

As the Gazelle Group and college basketball begin 
to evaluate the success of this new tournament, 
two distinct opinions have emerged. Schools 
that participated – along with the Gazelle Group 
– feel that the CBI was a success. Teams left out of 
the competition have voiced concerns about the 
integrity of the selection process.

Dan Loney, director of communications for the 
Gazelle Group, said the company was pleased with 
the CBI’s initial run and intends to continue the 
tournament.

“It seems like there’s a market for it,” Loney said, 

Invitational costs 
add to Athletic 
Department’s  
budget deficit

OHIO’S CBI FINANCES

     Guarantee to the Gazelle Group for hosting a first   
     round game: $60,000
     Revenue from the gate: $6,110
     Additional expenditures to host Brown University: 
     Approx. $60,000 
     Guarantee still owed to the Gazelle Group:   
     Approx. $55,000 See MODEL, Page 3

See CBI, Page 3

MEN’S BASKETBALL

The Athens 
Farmers Market 
has signed 
a month-to-
month lease 
with University 
Mall owners 
Brent Hayes 
and Tom Parfitt 
while searching 
for a 
permanent site.
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Get a head start! 
Learn more and apply online at the websites below...

Seasonal Job Fairs!
April 12 & May 10 
Open Interviews!

@ The Columbus Zoo’s Activity Pavilion
12:00-3:00 PM!

EOE

Between Zoombezi Bay and the Columbus Zoo positions vary
from lifeguards to food/beverage and ride operators and

from Education to Marketing.

@ The Columbus Zoo's 
Activity Pavilion

Now hiring for Spring/Summer!
New and Exciting opportunities with the Opening of Zoombezi Bay!!

COLUMBUSZOO.ORG 
Job line 888.738.3500

ZOOMBEZIBAY.COM
Job line 888.789.3490

Amanda Lucci | FOR THE POST
al106606@ohiou.edu
     

Don’t let their résumés fool you: 
although they met while studying 
professionally at the Berklee College 
of Music in 2003, pop-rockers Via 
Audio are far from playing by the 
rules.

“Taste you can’t learn at school,” 
said bassist David Lizmi.

That’s not to say the band 
members ––Lizmi, vocalist; Jessica 
Martins and Tom Deis, guitarists; 
and Adam Sturtevant, drummer –– 
don’t appreciate what they learned 
during their music school days in 
Boston.

“It’s nice because all of our ears 
are really good; we train them,” 
Lizmi said. “And you can explain 
your musical 
ideas better and 
easier ... (but) 
it’s not like, 
since we learned 
these sweet, 
mega-awesome 
chords, we’re just 
going to throw 
them in.”

Deis credits 
the band’s diverse sound to exposure 
to many different kinds of music in 
college. Via Audio, now based in New 
York City, uses a roundtable of ideas 
in its songwriting sessions, with each 
member contributing something 
different for their instrument.

“We don’t care what genre it is,” 
Lizmi said of the band’s creations. 
“People get stuck because they’re 
listening to just one thing.”

This amalgam of visions is 
evident on Via Audio’s debut from 
SideCho Records, Say Something, 
Say Something, Say Something. 
On the album, mature girl-boy 
harmonies ponder the basics of life 
while resting atop experimental 
pop-rock creations. Occasional 
strays into hard-rocking guitars, 
progressive interludes or vocal 
distortions are not unheard of –– but 
these elements all mesh together 

like the artists who created them.
Say Something … might have 

been quite different, however, if 
Martins hadn’t given a Via Audio 
demo to Spoon drummer Jim Eno 
at a 2005 concert. Eno agreed to 
record with the band, co-producing 
the album with Via Audio’s then-
drummer Danny Molad.

Although Eno helped the band 
develop, Via Audio hit a rough patch 
when Molad departed early this 
year.

 “We realized that Danny wasn’t 
committed to Via Audio,” Deis said, 
citing Molad’s distraction with other 
projects as the main cause for his 
exit. “We wanted someone who’s 
all about (the band), ’cause we’re all 
about it.”

Via Audio found an ideal 
r e p l a c e m e n t 
in Sturtevant, a 
fellow Berklee 
alum and a 
longtime friend 
of the band. 

“ A d a m ’ s 
positive energy 
gave us new life,” 
said Deis. “He’s a 
musical explorer 

… He plays beats that have only 
been played by machines before 
him.”

Tonight, Via Audio takes the stage 
at the Smiling Skull Saloon with two 
local artists, indie-rockers Grade 
School and acoustic guitarist Jake 
Householder. The show is a pit stop 
for Via Audio en route to Columbia, 
Mo., where the band will kick off its 
tour with Someone Still Loves You, 
Boris Yeltsin.

Deis says the show will be 
diverse, as the band plans to throw 
some new songs that are “all over 
the place” into the mix.  But with Via 
Audio, anything goes.

“The best word to describe us 
would be ‘eclectic,’” said Sturtevant. 
“We’re four very different people that 
enjoy the challenge of combining our 
influences and making something 
unique.”

IF YOU GO...

WHAT:

WHEN:
WHERE:

ADMISSION:

Via Audio with Grade School 
and Jake Householder
8 tonight
Smiling Skull Saloon 
108 W. Union St.
singles $3, couples $5

Music students carve out niche 
independent of their schooling

(Left to right) David Lizmi, Jessica Martins, Tom Deis, and Adam Sturtevant, better known 
as Via Audio, will perform with Grade School and Jake Householder at the Smiling Skull 
Saloon tonight.
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Contestants were put through 
a battery of psychological and 
personality tests and weren’t 
allowed to talk unless the cam-
eras were rolling.

“That made it difficult to make 
any friends,” she said. “I was 
already lonely out there.” 

Swallow was also unimpressed 
with fashion icon and show host 
Tyra Banks.

“I was so disappointed — she’s 
shallow … and gives everyone 
the evil eye,” Swallow said. “My 
experience was that the people 
in front of the camera were ego-
tistical but everyone behind the 
scenes was so nice.” 

Although she was eliminated 
in the first episode, Swallow said 
she didn’t mind because she was 
uncomfortable revealing her per-
sonal life on camera. 

“It was such an experience and 
I’m further in my career now,” she 
said.

Jacob was also overwhelmed 
at the runway show. 

“I found out later about all the 
famous people there, but you 
can’t pay attention to the audi-
ence,” he said. “All that you can 
do is look straight ahead into the 
dozens of cameras that are flash-
ing in your face.” 

LIFE IN ATHENS
Swallow, who lives in Voigt 

Hall, is majoring in journalism 
and works at Bromley Dining 
Hall.

“Yeah, I have a modeling 
career,” she said. “But I also spend 
time in the dining hall cleaning 
out grease traps.”

Swallow still has not seen the 
Top Model episode she appeared 
in, though it aired last month. 

Jacob, who lives on Milliron 
Street with several friends, said 
he enjoys partying on the week-
ends and playing basketball. 

Jacob, who is single, said his 
career can hinder his dating life. 
“It can be difficult because I nev-
er know when I’ll get called out of 
town to do an assignment.”

GLAMOROUS GOALS
Those who want to pursue a 

modeling career need to contact 
a major agency, said Erin Scime-
ca, director of scouting at New 

York Models. 
Many aspiring models begin 

at 14 and models older than 21 
can be difficult to book, she said.

“Right now we’re looking for 
someone who is tall, with a good 
body and proportions,” Scimeca 
said. “We like to see wide eyes 
and a big forehead — people 
who look very striking and dif-
ferent.”

Once one has booked a mod-
eling job, it is important to learn 
as much as possible about the 
industry from the experience, 
Jacob said.

“It’s really about networking 
and keeping contacts,” he said. 
Both declined to say how much 
they’d earned, but Swallow said 
she was given free clothes and 
agencies pay for her travel. 

Before runway shows, men 
are given manicures and put 
through make-up, Jacob said. 
Assistants spray their shoes with 
hairspray to protect against the 
slippery runway. 

Swallow said she knew many 
models who drank on the job 
and took drugs to reduce their 
weight.

“A lot of girls do (cocaine) 
to stay thin,” she said, adding 
that she has seen models taking 
ecstasy. 

 Models can also face anxiety 
before runway shows, Swallow 
said.  

“I remember seeing one girl 
with a water bottle full of vodka 
and by the time she got through 
makeup it was half gone,” she 
said. 

FASHIONABLE FUTURES
Both Swallow and Jacob said it 

is difficult to find professors will-
ing to excuse absences resulting 
from their modeling.

“It’s really tough to keep up 
with school work and be success-
ful there, but also devote time to 
modeling,” Jacob said.

While Jacob continues to 
model, he said he would even-
tually like to work in business or 
marketing. 

Swallow will fly to London in 
three weeks to do a runway show, 
but would ultimately like to work 
as an event planner or public 
relations representative.

“I’m doing this now because 
it’s fun, it’s free travel and I can 
make good money,” she said. 
“But eventually I’ll move on.” 

MODEL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE  1

Tommy Jacob is an OU student who is currently active in modeling.  Jacob has done 
work in Calvin Klein and Abercrombie & Fitch and hope to continue his career this 
summer.

noting that the final two games 
of the championship series 
were sold out. “When you try 
and do something new against 
the status quo, there tends to be 
a few people who throw their 
hands up.”

Most of the concerns were 
from coaches who felt the 
selection process might not 
have been fair. Loney admitted 
he did not know how the Gazelle 
Group selected teams – only 
that Rick Giles, the president of 
the Gazelle Group, was heavily 
involved. Giles could not be 
reached for comment.

The CBI Web site is decidedly 
vague, stating that “Teams will 
be invited based upon their 
performance during their 
conference and non-conference 
schedule, as well as how well 
the team is playing at the end of 
the regular season.” 

Western Michigan coach 
Steve Hawkins said he thought 
CBI selections would be based 
on the Ratings Percentage 
Index (RPI), a complex formula 
designed to objectively rank 
Division I teams. Hawkins 
said he was surprised that 
Old Dominion and Virginia — 
schools with worse RPIs — and 
13-18 Cincinnati, were selected 
instead of Western Michigan, 
which finished 20-12 and won 
the MAC West regular season 
title.

“I had high hopes for this 
tournament because I felt 
like the atmosphere and the 
landscape were right for a 
tournament like this,” said 
Hawkins, who also expressed 
his disappointment that the 
NCAA, after taking control 
of the National Invitational 

Tournament, lowered that field 
from 40 to 32.

“My hopes for the CBI being 
based on merit were dashed a 
little bit,” he said.

Wright State coach Brad 
Brownell said that money 
might have been a factor for the 
Gazelle Group in determining 
which teams to invite. He told 
the Gazelle Group that Wright 
State was interested in the 
tournament, but could not host 
a game — and the Raiders were 
not selected.

“We knew that the people 
who (put up the $60,000) had a 
much better chance of getting 
in,” said Brownell, whose team 
had a better RPI than a majority 
of participating schools, 

including Tulsa. 
“I understand 
that they’re 
putting on a 
tournament to 
make money. 
Somewhat of 
a level playing 
field is what 
you would hope 
for, but it’s their 
tournament.”

When asked 
if money 
was a factor 
in selecting 
teams for the 
t o u r n a m e n t , 

Loney responded with a 
definite “No.” He added that 
the Gazelle Group was forced to 
find a balance between teams 
that would host and those that 
couldn’t. 

“We wanted exciting 
basketball,” Loney said.

Loney would not say how 
much the Gazelle Group earned 
from the tournament and 
would not say if the group cut 
deals with schools that hosted 
multiple games. Wojcik, whose 
team hosted five games and 
won the tournament, said Tulsa 
did not receive such a deal.

Virginia, which hosted three 
games, would not return calls 
for comment. Both Coach Dave 
Leitao and Virginia’s business 
administration department did 
not return multiple calls for 
comment.

O’Shea said that some 
complaints might have been 
“sour grapes” from coaches who 
missed out on the tournament.

“When they didn’t get in, they 
started complaining,” O’Shea 
said. “It was ridiculous.”

CBI
CONTINUED FROM PAGE  1

FIRST ROUND ATTENDANCE

HOMESITE FILLED
TULSA

BRADLEY
UTEP

NEVADA
WASHINGTON

VIRGINIA
OLD DOMINION

OHIO

ATTENDANCE
5,365
5,114
5,313
4,252
3,227
4,022
2,036
1,169

64.2 (8,355)
46.2 (11,060)
44.3 (12,000)
36.1 (11,784)
32.3 (10,000)
27.6 (14,593)
24.2 (8,424)
8.9 (13,080)

*Capacity figures based upon official members 
from the university’s Web sites

   CAPACITY

First Round Attendance Average: 3,812
First Round % Capacity Average: 35.4

should approve the draft by the 
end of the week, Irwin said.

OU received news of the 
endowment following the 

death of Dolores H. Russ earlier 
this year. McDavis announced 
the endowment at the State of 
the University address given 
Jan. 31. The Fritz J. and Dolores 
H. Russ College of Engineering 
and Technology was named in 
their honor in 1994.

ENDOWMENTS
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Yesterday’s article “Senate suggests extra fee” was incorrect.  
A Student Senate committee is exploring the feasibility of 
implementing an optional activity fee and has not suggested 
that it should be implemented.

CORRECTION


